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1.  GAO does n o t  r e v i e w  a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  
d e t e r m i n a t l o n  of a p r o s p e c t i v e  con- 
t ractor 's  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a b s e n t  a snow- 
i n g  of poss ib l e  f raud  or bad f a i t h  o n  
t h e  p a r t  of c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c i a l s ,  or 
a n  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  d e f i n i t i v e  r e spon-  
s i b i l i t y  c r i t e r i a  i n  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  
were m i s a p p l i e d .  

2. GAO does n o t  c o n a u c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
u n d e r  i t s  bid protest  f u n c t i o n  to  
a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  a protester shou ld  
have a basis  for a protest .  

S y l v a n  S e r v i c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  protests t h e  Depar tment  of 
t h e  A i r  Force's i s s u a n c e  of a p u r c h a s e  order f o r  hospi ta l  
c u s t o d i a l  s e r v l c e s  t o  a n o t h e r  f i rm  u n a e r  request for  yuo- 
t a t i o n s  (RFQ) NO. F22608-85-Q-1133. S y l v a n  asserts t h a t  
t h i s  firm is n o t  a r e s p o n s i b l e  p r o s p e c t i v e  c o n t r a c t o r ,  
p r i n c i p a l l y  d u e  t o  a lack o f  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  t o  p e r f o r m  
t h e  s e r v i c e s .  S y l v a n  f u r t h e r  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  w e  c o n d u c t  a n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e ' w h e t h e r  t h e  A i r  Force h a s  com- 
p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  appl icable  p r o c u r e m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  W e  
aismiss t h e  protest .  

The  Federal A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n ,  48  C . F . R .  S 9.103 
( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  p u r c h a s e s  s h a l l  be made 
from, and  c o n t r a c t s  s h a l l  be awarded to ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  
p r o s p e c t i v e  c o n t r a c t o r s  o n l y ;  n o  p u r c h a s e  o r  awaru s h a l l  
be made u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r  makes a n  affirma- 
t i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of r e s p o n s i b l l l t y .  By award ing  any 
c o n t r a c t ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i ce r  n e c e s s a r i l y  f i n d s  a f i r m  
t o  be a r e s p o n s i b l e  p r o s p e c t i v e  c o n t r a c t o r .  T u r b i n e  
Components Corp., B-216079, J a n .  18, 1985, 85-1 CPD \I 55. 
Theretore, s i n c e  t h e  p u r c h a s e  order has been  i s s u e d ,  t h e  
A i r  Force h a s  a c c o r d i n g l y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  firm i n  
q u e s t i o n  is c a p a b l e  of p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  s e r v i c e s .  
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This Office wili not review an affirmative aeter- 
mination of a prospective contractor's responsibility 
absent a showing of possible fraud or bad faith on the 
part of contracting officials, or an allegation of the 
misapplication of definitive responsibility criteria that 
were contained in the solicitation. The City of El Paso, 
3-217401,  Jan. 24, lYbS, 85-1  CPL) li 97. Neither exception 
to allow for our review is present here. 

To the extent Sylvan requests that we investigate the 
Air Force's compliance with the regulations in this 
matter, this Office does not conduct investigations under 
its bia protest function to ascertain whetner a protester 
should have a basis for  a protest. Meditech, Inc., 
Li-217428, Jan. 16, 1985,  85-1 CPI) U 45 .  

The protest is dismissed. 
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